In the following, we will study the judgments and viewpoints of some non-Muslim thinkers and scholars from both Arab-Christian thinkers and scholars to orientalists on Nahj al-Balagha and Imam Ali's thoughts.
The Supporting Figures.
Khalil Farahat. Khalil Farahat is a Lebanese scholar, poet, and writer. His works include From the Deeps, New Studies in Literature, and African Odes. [3, p. 331] . Farahat has composed a beautiful epic on Imam Ali called In Ali's Altar testifying to the fact that Ali is a pioneer and leader in various sciences. Here, he states that scholars and thinkers are inspired by Imam Ali as a rich sources to their knowledge. Farahat has likened these scholars to little birds who quench their thirst at the fountain and spring of Imam Ali's knowledge and wisdom: "Their knowledge relies on your spring of wisdom, / No bird's beak can dry out this eternal-water" [4, p. 78 ]. Farahat has also introduced Imam Ali's words as a cutting blade which never goes blunt just like his sharp and cutting sword, Zolfeghar by saying: "Your words are like the sword whose blade never goes blunt, / They are as sharp and cutting as the mighty Zolfeghar" [4, p. 100]. Farahat thinks of Nahj alBalagha and the Holy Quran as "Two brothers who shall never part, in such correlation that makes the Holy Quran the source of all eloquence in his poetic expression" [4, p. 107] . Thus, though a Christian, without any prejudice, Farahat apparently announces that Nahj al-Balagha contains all the subject matter and education of the Bible: "In Nahj al-Balagha you may find the whole Bible, / It is such a wonderful spring of divine inspiration." [4, p. 108] Hanna al-Fakhoury. Hanna al-Fakhoury was a Lebanese Melkite priest, philosopher and linguist. In his History of Arabic Literature, he writes on Nahj al-Balagha saying, "In Nahj alBalagha Imam Ali's genius is manifested: genius based on a profound wisdom rooted in comprehensive understanding; a genius from which the particular and exact in nothing is hidden; such a genius that delves into depths and presents pure, solid, and lucid views," and on the words and sermons of Imam Ali, al-Fakhoury says, "These words are the most truthful image of Imam Ali's spirit. These perfumed words contain the divine virtue that existed in his heart. Such virtue that originates from faith in God, wonder at divine perfection in creation, and an avoidance from unsteady joys." [5, p. 325] Rocks Bin Zayed Al Uzaizi. Rocks Bin Zayed Al Uzaizi was an author and literary man from Jordan. He has authored valuable works. In 1996, he was established as the head of Jordanian Writers Association, and from 1986 onward, he was the representative of the International Association of Human Rights in Jordan. Al Uzaizi has written valuable books about the lifestyle and personality of Imam Ali, namely, Imam Ali: The Lion and Saint of Islam. This book has been translated to Persian, too. He has devoted a chapter to the words and sayings of Imam Ali, and he has brought a selection of them and called them, Immortal-Ideas. Al Uzaizi comments on Imam's words saying that certainly any educated person, writer, scholar, and Arabic orator is indebted to Imam Ali. If every person in the world owes to the Quran for its role in the formation of their rationality and thought, without doubt, every educated Arab person owes Nahj al-Balagha their firmness of the pen and writing. He says about Imam Ali's scholarly concepts and ideas on government: "Whoever wants to understand Arab societies and Arab rationality should certainly read Nahj al-Balagha, and whoever wants to understand the right way to rule in Arab lands, needs Nahj al-Balagha." [6, p. 209] Abdul-Masih Antioch. Abdul-Masih Antioch is a Christian poet and journalist, who was born in Aleppo and was educated there. Later he joined Abdul Rahman Kawakebi's school. At first, he published Alshuzur magazine in Aleppo and then 'Umran magazine in Egypt [7, p. Salameh distinguishes Imam Ali as, the Lord of Speech and the Originator of Eloquence after Prophet Muhammad. In his opinion, Nahj al-Balagha and the words of Imam Ali are a vast ocean wherein souls commune and convene, such comprehensive words that sometimes become soft and gentle, so that the ear and heart avail the best and the most by their beauty, and sometimes Imam Ali's very own words become so strong and overwhelming and exciting as if a volcano has erupted. "After Prophet Muhammad, also known as Taha, / Ali is the righteous Lord of speech, his brother, his son in law, / He is like a sea in which souls and lives come together, Your words in elegances benefit the ear and heart as the echoes of appreciation exist in it, / He sends forceful words as flames, as from the depth of a volcano, / And, when he speaks with humility, / His gentle words are like such a charm, / That tolerance takes on disgrace in its soft, tender glow." [14, p. 184-185] Paul Salameh in his article, Imam Ali: The Lord of Speech, refers to the words and rhetoric of Imam Ali. He bring some words of Imam Ali and comments on them and expresses his wonder. In his article, Salameh says, "I cannot think of any soul skilled at eloquence, who has not learned that given eloquence from a source other than the Holy Quran, the words of Prophet Muhammad or Imam Ali's. Those who have not been the direct students of Imam Ali, have surely learned from his students." [15, 
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Nahj al-Balagha, after the Quran and Prophet Muhammad's tradition, has prime importance, not only as a general foundation for Shia religious life, but for the philosophical and intellectual tradition of the Shia. For this reason, we can consider Nahj al-Balagha as one of the most important sources of doctrine to have come under close attention as a basis of education by Shia scholars and thinkers, especially in the fourth period. The status and effect of this book relates to its doctrinal aspects aimed at setting logical relationships in the world, establishing a correct approach of arriving at conclusions, creating technical terms in Arabic: terms of such great beauty, literary and philosophical richness to have entered the Arabic language. All of these are independent from the Greek texts that have been translated to Arabic, and as such this book is the source of organization and a special form of Shi'a philosophy. The Shia have copied from this book all the content that are related to theology, for the words of Imam Ali form a complete philosophical system. [17, p. 18] Amin bin Rashid Nakhla. Amin bin Rashid Nakhla is a Christian lawyer and poet who was born and educated in Beirut. He graduated from Damascus Law School. He was a journalist, lawyer, and a man of politics as well. You have asked me to choose 100 speeches of the most eloquent person among Arabs, that is, Imam Ali, the Father of Imam Hassan, for you to publish in a book. I do not have access to such a collection, but the only source I can introduce is the Holy Bible of Arabic rhetoric called Nahj al-Balagha. I have thumbed this book with great pleasure, by God. I don't know how to choose from among the words of Imam Ali only 100. I do not know how to detach one word from another, it is like picking up a precious ruby grain sitting next to another equally priceless grain. I finally did that, while my hand shook back and forth with the bright rubies dazzling my eyes with such staring divine and heavenly light. It is surly unbelievable, for the astonishment and confusion I had to endure for attempting to single out words from the spring and fountain of rhetoric. Verily, the gift and bounty that Allah has bestowed on Arabic literature and Arab societies is far more than these 100 words. [18, p. 39-40] Mohammed bin Nael Hassan El Marsafy. Mohammad bin Nael El Marsafy was raised in Cairo and educated in al-Azhar and Darul 'Ulum. In Freire School he was appointed as teacher and he published Al-Jadid and Shahrezad magazines. His works include Innovation in Dictation, Pearls in Composition, and Literature in Arabic [8, p. 234] . El Marsafy, a venerated professor of Egyptian literature, describes Nahj al-Balagha:
God has appointed Nahj al-Balagha as a clear evidence that Imam Ali is the best sample of the sparkling light, wisdom, guidance, miracle and eloquence of the Holy Quran. In Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali possesses such signs of full wisdom, evidence of correct policy, clear advice, and expressive reason that great sages and foreign philosophers don't embrace. Herein, Imam Ali has traversed and absorbed the depths of science, politics, and religion, and in all these realms he is an accomplished genius. [19, p. Mr. Krnykoy. Allameh al-Shahrestani, in the book Ultimate Purification, in the second part, draws on the words of western scientists to bear witness to the all-encompassing majesty of the Quran and speaks of Mr. Krnykoy, an English literature professor at the Indian university of Aligarh, as a mentor and a speech master and scholar present in the house, whom upon being asked about the miracle of the Quran had said, Nahj al-Balagha is the junior brother of the Holy Quran, wondering whether it were possible for anyone to bring the like of this junior brother which brings us the unique opportunity to wisely ponder its senior brother, the Holy Quran. He wrote a lot of poems about Ahl al-Bayt, and he spoke in various articles and books about the Shia and specially Nahj al-Balagha. He remarks:
Whoever studies Nahj al-Balagha and studies it, they will see the signs of Allah as this book contains and displays all the necessities of connecting heaven and earth, all ties and relations required to create a bond between a servant and their creator, and all instruments needed for the perfection of mankind. The general theme of this book is not directed at a specific religion, but it is a comprehensive work that addresses all men while speaking with them. Thus, Nahj al-Balagha can be used as a common book on interfaith dialogue between Islam and Christianity for the presence of such concepts in it as God, creation, this world, the hereafter, man, heaven, hell, and virtue all as absolute concepts without any narrow religious identity. [25, p. 103] Joseph has written numerous poems to appraise and describe Imam Ali, in one of these poems he writes:
The sayings and words of Imam Ali are a fragrance of his mind, / And his sermons are illustrative of his thoughtful essence, / He refers to divine virtues and commands, / All in the most appealing literary form and sense, / All other books should ask for sense and knowledge, / And curing rain from his guidance light. Imam Ali has achieved this linguistic knowledge and rhetorical genius in two ways: first through interrelating his holy spirited words and letters with the unique expression of the Holy Quran as revealed in this divine script, and second through Prophet Mohammad. [28, p. 557-558] According to professor Salhab:
As each craftsman is represented by their art and each scientist is marked by their science, the collected sermons and speeches in Nahj al-Balagha clearly show that Imam Ali is the spiritual father of rhetoricians in the Arabic Language. [28, p. 558] He writes about the Motaqin or Pious sermon and its spiritual and eloquent language stating that:
If anyone who reads this sermon wants to choose its most beautiful and highest peaks, they would be left in astonishment and after a while they would have to adopt all of it. Thus he would recommend all Christian believers turn to Nahj al-Balagha and read it carefully. 
The Doubtful Figures
Besides these appraisals, there are also those random doubts and criticisms posed by a number of orientalists targeting Nahj al-Balagha, mainly rebutted by many scholars. Here, the researchers do not intend to delve into that line of controversy. However, the need is felt to make a reference to a least two instances. In this regard, it should be said that these orientalists are not familiar with the Holy Quran and the Prophetic tradition(s). They are unaware of the relationship between Imam Ali and Prophet Muhammad. These people display want information over this impeccable Imam's knowledge. Being an extraordinary figure, Imam Ali surprisingly mentions ideas and subjects that are unprecedented and unparalleled in Arab history and civilization. Thus, one should ask whether Arabs had prior knowledge of the all the wonderful Quranic knowledge revealed to the Holy Prophet. A similar legitimate inquiry would be if Arabs at that age were informed and knowledgeable about all matters relating to monotheism, theism, Allah's names and epithets, the history of past prophets and messenger, the history of other nations and peoples, the true account of the day of judgment or the true description of paradise or hell, and intricate moral and social issues. [1, p. 69]
Doubt over the Authorial
Of course, such doubts have been answered in a more detailed manner, and one can consult other works by, namely, "Hadi Kashif al-Ghata who has studied the originality of Nahj al-Balagha and has rebutted such claims; or Muhammad Hussain Hussaini Jalali who has investigated the authenticity of Imam Ali's words and speeches." [1, p. 52-75]
Conclusion.
This article dealt with the comments of contemporary non-Muslim scholars, namely Christian and western, about Nahj al-Balagha. On the one hand, we can allocate this positive attraction and feedback to the lucid yet intricate style and the beautiful and stable structure of Imam Ali's words. On the other hand, it is Imam Ali's profound and hair splitting wisdom which addresses the most important political, social, cultural, and philosophical-issues that has triggered the wonder of these scholars and has led them to remember Imam Ali with great respect and sometimes enamored tribute. These intellectuals have discovered such valuable teachings that would not only impress the mind but also set right the heart of any man regardless of their faith or walk of life, realizing that Imam Ali speaks only of such human traits and properties that are the essential perquisites and characteristics of a divine and humane experience that aspires for the realization of virtuosity, represented by such moral values and qualities as forbearance, nobility, courage, loyalty, true faith, secrecy, modesty, kindness, forgiveness even toward ones enemies, moderation, consultation, learning from history, among many others. The private and social life of Imam Ali is a spotless mark of his firm belief in and practical adherence to these human codes and norms. Such a charismatic man of thought and action proves beyond resistance for both friends and foes.
